
Caucus — DCCV Style 

The General Meeting of DCCV is going presidential 
politicking – like they do in Iowa.   

     DCCV caucus-goers will form into "preference 
groups," where their candidate preferences become 
public.  The preference groups will be chaired by Tom 
Mullens, Shelly Austin, Kara Altshuler and Jay Kapitz.   
For roughly 30 minutes, attendees try to convince their 
neighbors to support their candidates.  Participants 
indicate their support for a particular candidate by 
standing in a designated area of the caucus site.   

     After 30 minutes, the electioneering will be halted 
temporarily and the number of votes for each candidate 
counted.  The supporters of any candidate who doesn't 
have enough supporters to be "viable" will then have to 
find a viable candidate to support or simply choose to 
abstain.   

    The viability level is currently set at 15% of the 
number of attendees at the caucus site.  Consequently, for 
a candidate to receive any delegates from a particular 
precinct, he or she must have the support of at least 15% 
of that precinct.  From here, the caucus-goers have 
roughly another 30 minutes to support one of the 
remaining candidates or choose to abstain.  When the 
voting is closed, a final head count is conducted.  

      The DCCV General Monthly Meeting will be held at 
Cameron Center at 6:30 p.m. March 14.  The first thirty 
minutes will be devoted to Club business and reports.  
For more information contact DCCV at 
www.conejodemocrats.com or 805-675-8785. 
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Presidential Campaign 2008 Is Here 
Wanted:  Volunteers for Precinct walking or 
calling for membership and voter registrations.  
Contact Jay at j_kapitz@yahoo.com or   

Tabling at the Oaks Mall:  March 17 from 
noon to 4:00 p.m.  Volunteers needed.  Contact Sean 
Richards at maysman24@yahoo.com.  
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 Cesar Chavez Luncheon 
Guest Speaker:  Jessica Arciniega, Coordinator of the 
Ag Futures Alliance Farm Worker Housing Task Force 

Topic:  “California Farm Workers and the Housing 
Crisis.”  As part of her presentation, Ms. Arciniega will 
show a short video, “Mi Casa Es Su Casa.” 

When: Friday, March 30, 2007 at 11:30 AM 

Where:  The Alamo Mexican Grill and Cantina 
2311 Borchard Road; Newbury Park, CA 91320 

Cost: $12 Per Person 
Includes beverage; tax; gratuity and The Alamo's buffet 

RSVP by March 28:  805-675-8785 (Please provide your 
name; number of people in your party; and your phone 
number). 
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Health Care for All -- We Welcome 
Ventura County!  March 8 at 7:00  
What:  Lecture/Book Signing – Sponsored by 
Health Care for All, Ventura County Chapter  

Who:  Dr. Don Sloan, Author of Practicing Medicine 
Without a License! 

Where:  Dudley House Community Room 
197 North Ashwood (at the corner of Ashwood and Loma 
Vista), Ventura, CA 93003  

When:  Thursday, March 8th, 2007, 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm (Doors open at 6:45pm) 

Program Details:   Don Sloan exposes how the 
medical community has fallen prey to insurance 
conglomerates and pharmaceutical companies who, 
by controlling medical services and policies 
nationwide, are literally Practicing Medicine Without 
a License!  Don Sloan makes the case for a radical 
solution: a single-payer, universal health plan for 
everyone mandated by law.  Dr. Sloan’s new book 
will be available for purchase at the event and he 
will autograph books after his presentation. Contact:  
Penny Strowger, pen1@verizon.net or www.onecarenow.org.  
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SENATOR SHEILA KUEHL RE-INTRODUCES 
HEALTHCARE BILL WITH WIDE LEGISLATIVE 
SUPPORT 

Flanked by lawmakers from both houses of the 
California legislature, business figures, labor leaders and 
grass roots activists, State Senator Sheila Kuehl, Chair of 
the Senate Health Committee held a press conference to 
announce her re-introduction of SB 840.  SB 840 is a 
comprehensive healthcare coverage reform bill that will 
insure every Californian while securing the right of each 
patient to choose his or her own physician.   

     The press conference was held in the Governor's 
pressroom in the State Capitol Building on Tuesday, 
February 27 at 12:00 noon.  Speaking alongside Senator 
Kuehl was State Senate Majority Leader Gloria Romero; 
State Assembly Majority Leader Karen Bass; a 
representative from the Service Employees International 
Union; John Hughes, President of Rhythm and Hughes, 
and two formerly middle class workers who have been 
financially devastated by the cost of healthcare coverage. 

SB 840 will insure every Californian with comprehensive 
healthcare coverage; guarantee our right to choose our 
own doctors; control the cost of healthcare; lower the cost 
of prescription drugs and preserve medical practices and 
pharmacies as private, competitive businesses.  The bill 
also provides comprehensive medical, dental, vision, 
hospitalization and prescription drug coverage to every 
California resident.  This broad coverage is made poss-
ible through a streamlined claims and reimbursement 
system that is projected to save billions of dollars in 
administrative costs.  SB 840 also requires California to 
use its purchasing power to negotiate bulk rates for 
prescription drugs and durable medical equipment, such 
as wheelchairs, thus realizing an additional billions in 
savings.  SB 840 preserves the status of healthcare 
providers, hospitals and pharmacies as private, compet-
itive businesses.  The plan is funded by drawing in 
current public spending and replacing all premiums, co-
pays and deductibles paid to insurance companies with 
one affordable premium paid to the system.  

SB 840 was passed by both houses of the legislature last 
year and vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger.  The pass-
age of SB 840 marked the first time that the California 
Legislature, or the legislature of any state, has passed a 
comprehensive healthcare reform of this magnitude.    

Since then, the Governor has taken up the call for 
expanding healthcare coverage, offering a series of 
suggestions for new legislation.  Two other plans for 
reforming aspects of the healthcare crisis, authored by 
Democratic legislators, will be also considered this year. 

"I am very pleased to be re-introducing SB 840, the only 
truly universal and affordable healthcare proposal this 
year.  I'm gratified that the Administration and legislative  

leadership has recognized the need for reform and is 
taking a look at what might be done," says Senator 
Kuehl.  "I am committed to working with everyone 
involved to get as much relief for consumers and 
healthcare providers this year as we can get; but I remain 
resolved to move us forward, as well, toward the long-
term solution of genuine reform that SB 840 offers. 

"SB 840 genuinely empowers consumers, because it 
allows each of us uninterrupted access to the doctors we 
trust.  We will be free to move on from our jobs; start a 
business; start a family, continue our education and 
change our residence, knowing that our healthcare will 
follow us.  SB 840 offers genuine affordability, because 
our premiums will be based on income and each of us 
will pay our share, as would employers.  SB 840 offers a 
genuinely competitive medical marketplace, because all 
healthcare providers will be in competition for patients 
based, not on a race to the bottom, but on the quality and 
efficiency of their service. 

"SB 840 represents the gold standard for healthcare 
reform-the plan that will move California into healthcare 
solvency and security, not only for ourselves, but for the 
generations that will follow."  

This message brought to you by the California Universal 
Health Care Organizing Project, www.singlepayernow.net 
or 415-795-7891 

California Democratic Party Resolution 
Universal Health Care 
Resolution Number LA05.34 b 

WHEREAS: The number of uninsured Californians has grown 
even during times of strong economic growth, and the burden 
of rising health care costs falls disproportionately on working 
families -- a trend bound to continue without systemic changes 
in health care funding; and 

WHEREAS: California's present health care system creates 
insecurity for everyone, even Californians with health 
insurance, who suffer unpredictable coverage, cancellations, 
little choice of providers, decreased benefits and increased 
premiums, co-pays, and deductibles; and 

WHEREAS: A universal, single-payer health insurance 
system, with consolidated financing and with an accountable 
public structure, has been predicted in numerous American 
studies and demonstrated in other countries to result in greater 
efficiency, lower costs to businesses, individuals, and 
government 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the California 
State Democratic Party supports universal access to health 
care through a single-payer health insurance system 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a 
copy of this Resolution be provided to members of the 
Democratic Caucus of the California Legislature. 

Adopted by the California Democratic Party at Its 
Executive Board Meeting, July 31, 2005 



 

DCCV Members Speak Out:  
The GOP Seems Determined to Go Down 
With its Captain 
By Richard Kolber 

As I watched the debate over the various Iraq surge 
resolutions, what most struck me is how many 
Republicans in Congress are willing to ignore the 
wishes of the voters.  These are on average highly 
educated people, who I tell myself surely must know 
what the rest of us have long since recognized:  that 
the invasion of Iraq was a colossal blunder that has 
led to worldwide scorn for the United States, the 
deaths of over three thousand Americans and over a 
hundred thousand civilians and counting, and the 
sapping of our financial resources that has led to cuts 
in education, the environment and health care 
spending. 

    Now I recognize that about 30% of the country are true 
believers who still believe, WMD’s or no WMD’s, that 
this invasion was the right thing to do, that we can create 
a Western-style democracy in Iraq, and that history will 
vindicate Bush and Cheney.  I am only half-kidding when 
I say that these people would believe pigs can fly if Bush 
told them they could.  But 30% is not a majority, not even 
if Katherine Harris counts the votes.  So why do a 
majority of Republican senators and representatives 
continue to oppose even non-binding resolutions putting 
Congress on record against a surge in troops? 

    There are only two possibilities that I can come up 
with, and neither is terribly comforting.  The first is that 
they feel bound to the Bush administration by a sense of 
party loyalty.  But if one considers the long-term 
implications, they are being anything but loyal to the 
GOP.  The Republican Party paid a heavy price for the 
Iraq War in the last election.  To go on ignoring the will 
of the voters is only going to make things worse.  There 
were several Republicans who just squeaked by in 
November.  Christopher Shays of Connecticut and 
Heather Wilson of New Mexico are examples that leap to 
mind.  If the situation in Iraq remains the same or 
becomes even worse, these people are unlikely to eek out 
another victory at the polls.  It is also hard to imagine a 
Republican presidential nominee winning the White 
House advocating the Bush policy in Iraq.  
     But if party loyalty is not driving Republican support 
of the surge, then I see only one other possibility, and it is 
one I find truly disturbing:  that most Republicans in 
Congress still believe the invasion was justified.  Perhaps 
they are so delusional that they still believe WMD’s will 
be found.  Or maybe they think Iraq will become a 
Western-style democracy and that other nations in the 
Middle East will follow its example.  If this is truly their 

     core conviction, then a significant chunk of the 
electorate is being represented by people who lack the 
capacity to accept the empirical evidence.  They prefer 
blind ideological faith to hard facts. 

    On reflection, I believe the truth is a combination of 
the two options I have raised.  That is, some Republicans 
in Congress are misguided and place party loyalty ahead 
of the general good, and others truly believe we will 
“win” in Iraq.  But either way it underscores how truly 
out of touch with reality the Republicans have become.  
As a strong Democrat, a part of me is cheered by an 
opponent so hell-bent on destroying itself.  But another 
part of me is saddened that, in a two-party system, one 
party has become so grossly unacceptable.  
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Beginning this issue the DCCV Newsletter 
will be sent out by email.  If you choose to 
receive the email edition let us know.  This 
can save the club money on postage.  
Contact:  executive_vice-
president@conejodemocrats.com. 
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Save the Date –  May 19 
“Wine for Winners” 

“Wine for Winners” will be the first fundraising 
event to build reserves for the 2008 Elections, Get Out 
the Vote, and to recruit new members.   The event will be 
May 19, hosted by members Seth and Karen Stevens at 
their home in Dos Vientos.  “Wine for Winners” will 
include wine tasting, with luscious desserts, cheeses, 
coffee, and a jazz combo for dancing in the courtyard.  
The raffle will include a wine basket with three bottles of 
wine, a coffee and dessert basket.  The door prize will be 
tickets for two to the Garden Party.  The raffle tickets will 
sell for three for $10.00.  People who bring a person who 
is new to DCCV, as a guest will receive a free raffle 
ticket for each guest.   

     The event needs volunteers to contribute a fancy 
dessert; donate a couple of flats of strawberries; to pick 
up and set up table and chairs; to operate the gate; to 
greet and give out nametags at the door; to sell raffle 
tickets; serve desserts and to help with the clean up and 
return the tables and chairs.  

The event is being chaired by Sandy Emberland and 
Ingrid Van Eckert with assistance from Abbe Berns and 
Penne Letson.  Contact Sandy Emberland at 
semberland@verizon.net to volunteer.  To contribute a 
dessert, contact Deb Kelner, drewdeb.kelner@verizon.net.    

    Save the date and stay tuned for more details -- event 
time and contribution.  Penne Letson, editor 



Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events 

March 14 
6:30 p.m. 

General DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV Meeting    
Discussion of Presidential Candidates.  

Cameron Ctr., 288 Greenmeadow Dr., T.O 
www.conejodemocrats.com or 805-675-8785 

Tuesdays 
8:00 p.m. Eye On The Issues - Cable 25 

March 17  
Noon to 

4p.m 

Tabling at the Oaks Mall  Tabling at the Oaks Mall  Tabling at the Oaks Mall  Tabling at the Oaks Mall                  
To volunteer call,  805-675-8785    

March 30  
11:30 a.m. 

Cesar Chavez Luncheon, Alamo 
Mexican Grill, 2311 Borchard Road, Newbury 

Park.  RSVP: Adrienne, 805-675-8785    

April 11 
6:30 p.m. 

 

General DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV Meeting    
Speaker:  Dr. Karin Quimby, educator 

and consultant, “Reaching Out to Faith-
based Groups.”  Thousand Oaks Main 
Library, 1401 E. Janss Road.  Contact:  

www.conejodemocrats.com or 805-675-8785    

April 14 National Day of Climate ActionNational Day of Climate ActionNational Day of Climate ActionNational Day of Climate Action    
contact Dave at dettinger@horvitzLevy.com 

April 21 
Earth Day Earth Day Earth Day Earth Day     

contact Sue Gunther at 805-499-7822 or 
suegunther@verizon.net.      

 

Eye on the Issues 
We just taped our 7th show about Media Bias -- How 
Main-stream Media Has Deserted Its Quest for the Truth, 
and become lapdogs for the Bush Administration and 
corporate America.  Host Constance Starkey interviews 
former KNX anchor Alex Sullivan, VC Star reporter 
Michael Hoffman, and NBC affiliate reporter, Cynthia 
Martin.  The show airs Tuesday nights at 8p.m. on Cable 
Channel 25 throughout March. 

   On March 10th we are taping a very special show on 
the Iraq War.  Our guests will be Jane Bright, Jill 
Martinez and Omar Masry. He served in the Gulf War 
and is the son of candidate Ferial Masry.  Constance 
Starkey will lead a round table discussion on how best to 
end this war.  The Iraq discussion will air in April 
Tuesday nights at 8:00 p.m. on Cable Channel 25.  Please 
tune in.   

     The Media Committee will meet on Saturday, March 
3rd at 10:00 a.m. Sue Gunther’s house, 3337 Prairie Ct. 
in Newbury Park.  We will be planning the April and 
May tapings.  Everyone is welcome to share ideas and 
suggestions.  The March 3rd meeting will also serve as a 
pre-show meeting for the March 10th taping to work out 
any last minute details.  If any of you have any questions 
or comments, please reach me, Sue Gunther, at 805-499-
7822 or suegunther@verizon.net.   
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DCCV Officers for 2006 
Tom Mullens, President 
Shelley Austin, Exec. Vice President  
Kara Altshuler, Admin. Vice President  
Sue Gunther,  Recording Secretary  
Jody Avery-Smith, Corresponding Secretary  
Jerry Clein, Treasurer 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
Jay Kapitz, Election Strategy 
Sandy Emberland, Fundraising  
Susie Canfield, Hospitality  
Jay Kapitz, Membership  Coordinator 
Susie Canfield, Program Coordinator 
Jody Avery-Smith, Public Relations   
Christine Mutell, Technology 
Sean Richards, Youth Coordinator 
Heather Schmidt, Young Progressive Democrats  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                     
 
 
 
 
Time to renew your membership.  

                              



 

  
Yes, I’d like to support the Democratic Club of the  Conejo Valley!  

 
 Please fill out this form and mail with your check  to the address below .   If you’d like to pay via 

credit card, please go to our  website at  www.cone jodemocrats.com 
 
DCCV 
P.O. Box 4421 
Thousand Oaks, CA  91359 
 
First Name__________________________________  Last Name_______________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________________ State_____________ Zip Code______________________ 
 
Phone____________________________Email______________________________________________________ 
 

□ I’m a registered Democrat            □ I’m a new member             □ Please renew my membership 
 
Membership Type: (please note that memberships are for the calendar year) 
 

□ Individual Membership    $20  □ Family Membership:       $30 

□ Senior (65+):                    $10  □ Student                          $10 
 
I do not wish to become a member, or would like to make an additional donation of: 
 

□$10 □$25  □$50     □$75    □$100      □$250    □$500    Other___________ 
 
      

*Contributions are not tax deductible 
 
 

 
The following information is required by federal law.  If you are a student, unemployed or retired, you can enter 
“none” for both fields. 
 
Occupation_________________________________________________ 
 
Employer___________________________________________________ 
 
By completing this form, you are certifying the following:  You are a United States citizen or a permanent resident 
alien.  This contribution is not made from the general treasury funds of a corporation, labor organization or national 
bank.  This contribution is not made from the treasury of an entity or person who is a federal contractor.  The funds 
you are donating are not being provided to you by another person or entity for the purpose of making this 
contribution.   
 
 
 
 


