
Step It Up 2007 – DCCV Members 
Make It Happen. 

Can't Ignore Emissions 
Re: David J. Ameling's April 16 commentary, "Stop 
scapegoating carbon dioxide": 

I thank Mr. Ameling for writing to express his views on 
global warming and the need for climate action. As one 
of the co-organizers of the Step It Up 2007 event held 
April 14 in Thousand Oaks, I feel that he missed a golden 
opportunity to have his concerns addressed by one of the 
experts in the field, Dr. David Lea of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. Although the newspaper is not 
the best forum for discussing such complex subjects, let 
me provide a summary of what I learned. 

 While there are some indications that photosynthesis 
has increased due to the increased concentration of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, that increase has not 
been sufficient to offset the total quantity of carbon 
dioxide emitted by mankind's burning of fossil fuels. 

 The total concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere has been increasing steadily since regular 
measurements began in the 1960s. The relative 
concentration of carbon dioxide is more than 20 percent 
higher than in 1960 and 40 percent higher than the 
atmospheric levels at the start of the Industrial 
Revolution. Any increase in the natural carbon dioxide 
sequestration processes of the Earth, including 
photosynthesis, is being overwhelmed by the massive 
amounts of carbon dioxide being pumped into the 
atmosphere. If Mr. Ameling's theory were correct, the 
total concentration of carbon dioxide would not be 
increasing because increasing photosynthesis would keep 
things in balance. Clearly, this is not the situation. 

 Mr. Ameling's concerns are appropriate. The threat 
of global warming, if it is as serious as most scientists 
profess, will require that everyone make choices --
difficult choices. When he is convinced, as I am, making 
sacrifices today so that our children and their families 
have a fighting chance for a favorable environment in the 
future will become a moral  imperative, not an academic 
discussion. By Steve Kane, DCCV Member and Step It 
Up Organizing Committee  

 General Meeting May 9 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 What are the biggest issues facing the world?  
The United States?  California?  Ventura County? 
The Conejo Valley?  What’s the first thing that 
needs to be done to start resolving those issues?  
What do we want our next President of the United 
States to do?  What’s the first thing we can do as 
Democrats and individuals to solve those issues? 

 At our monthly meeting on May 9th you’ll have 
a chance to answer those questions and hear what 
answers others give.  As we did with the 
presidential caucus in March we’ll spend some time 
in small groups, then come back together to pool 
our concerns and our ideas.  What comes out of 
these discussions will help set the priorities for the 
club as we move into a crucial presidential election 
year.  Come add your voice and you good ideas. 

 In addition, the 37th Assembly District 
Delegates will report.  They will have just returned 
from the California State Democratic Convention, 
April 26 to April 28, so all the convention politics 
will be fresh.    

 We are meeting at the Thousand Oaks Main 
Library, 1401 E. Janss Road. Call 805-675-8785 or 
www.conejodemocrats.com.  

 

 

 

Tabling 

Tabling at the Oaks promises to be one of our most 
successful outreach activities.  Our tentative upcoming 
schedule is Saturday May 26, June 16 and July 14 from 
12 to 4 p.m.    

     March and April tabling produced dozens of signups 
for our mailing list, added new members and registered 
new voters.  Please contact Sean Richards to sign up for 
this important activity -- maysman24@yahoo.com or 
818-309-9408. 
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DCCV Members Speak Out:  

Abortion Decision a Possible Preview to Post-
Bush Damage 

By Richard Kolber 

While I was personally dismayed by the recent 
Supreme Court decision upholding a state law that 
outlawed the abortion procedure dilation and 
extraction (better known by the pejorative 
expression “partial birth abortion”), it pales in 
comparison to the damage that may lie ahead.  I fear 
that this may be but the opening salvo in the Far 
Right’s attempt to rewrite not just abortion law but 
also impose its imprint in a host of other areas.    

     First, let’s consider the decision itself.  I found it 
disturbing on two levels.  First, it represents a 
reversal of precedent.  In his confirmation hearings, 
now chief justice John Roberts spoke about the 
importance of stare decisis.  This is the doctrine that, 
once the Court hands down its decision, it should 
reverse itself only when it has clearly erred (an 
example would be the Dred Scott decision, which 
held that black people were not the equal of whites;  
that was such an obviously flawed decision that the 
nation even went to war to reverse this wrong).  
Roberts assured the Senate and the nation that he 
would not trample established law except in the most 
compelling of circumstances.  And yet he voted to 
do just that in upholding the ban on dilation and 
extraction even when the mother’s health is at risk. 

     Second, we now have the federal government 
upholding state laws that overrule the recommend- 
dations of physicians.  How a legislator can think he 
knows more about the necessity or lack thereof for a 
particular medical procedure is beyond me.  
Conservatives will say there are doctors who believe 
the procedure is never necessary.  This is true.   But 
there are even more physicians with this expertise 
who feel exactly the opposite.  Lawmakers should 
not be substituting their judgment for those of 
professionals in the treatment of pregnant women. 

     Pro-choice groups are understandably concerned 
that this decision may be the beginning of the 
chipping away of Roe vs. Wade.  After all, there are 
two Supreme Court justices, John Stephens and Ruth 
Ginsberg, who support this precedent and are quite 
elderly.  If a Republican is elected to succeed Bush, 
that crucial fifth vote to overturn Roe may become a 
reality. 

     But that is but one issue where I see not just the 
Supreme Court but appellate and district courts as well 
overturning individual rights.  A less noticed decision 
upheld the firing of a black man who complained about 
two co-workers ridiculing blacks.  The court’s logic was 
that “no pattern of discrimination had been shown”.  But 
is it really fair that a man can be dismissed because he 
complains about racially insensitive, in this case even 
racist, remarks? 

     Another area where I am fearful of where the courts 
may take us is in the curtailing of our rights in the name 
of fighting terrorism.  For example consider what the 
current Supreme Court may decide regarding the right of 
the federal government to wiretap citizens without a 
warrant.  And what about the rights of detainees to legal 
representation?  To be held indefinitely without charges? 

     I am sure many of you have heard the joke that we 
should have Iraq adopt our Constitution since we’re not 
using it, but what makes that humor so biting is that 
there is a grain of truth to it.  I realized long ago that the 
Bush administration will stop at nothing when it comes 
to ignoring the constitutional rights of its citizens and 
residents, but it has always been my hope, and until 
recently my expectation, that the courts would put a stop 
to its shenanigans.  Now I worry that they are going to be 
willing accomplices. 

     One of the most important duties a sitting president 
has is to appoint federal judges.  I am  speaking not only 
of the Supreme Court but lower courts as well since only 
a tiny percentage of cases are actually reviewed by the 
High Court.  Today the majority of judges are appointees 
of Republican presidents, and most of them are very 
conservative.  Some might even be fairly described as 
reactionary.  If this trend is not reversed, this country 
will accelerate its recent walk backwards in the area of 
individual rights. 
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Summer Speaker Series - Congresswomen 
Lois Capps 

In addition to our regular monthly meeting in May, we 
will begin our summer speaker series with Congress- 
women Lois Capps.  She will speak on Sunday, May 27 
from 2 – 4:30 p.m. at the Conejo Department of 
Recreation and Parks Community Room at 403 West 
Hillcrest Drive Thousand Oaks.   Congresswomen Capps 
is the only Democrat serving in Congress whose district 
includes Ventura County.  She serves on the very 
influential Energy & Commerce and the Natural 
Resources committees.  Contact Jay Kapitz at 
j_kapitz@yahoo.com or 818-889-1039 with questions. 
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Eye on the Issues Taping 

The topic of our May show will feature former 
Assemblywoman Fran Pavley, local environmental 
activist, Clint Matkovich, and organizer of the April 
14th TO National Day of Climate Action Rally, 
Dave Ettinger. The topic of the show will be local 
and national environmental issues and global 
warming.  Look for it every Tuesday Night at 8:00 
P.M. on Cable Channel 25. 

Also, I'm pleased to announce that Jody Avery-
Smith and Debbie Birenbaum have volunteered to 
co-chair our EYE ON THE ISSUES -- FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY, which will be held this 
Fall. More details will be forthcoming. By Sue 
Gunther 
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Precinct Walking and Outreach 

We will begin activities relating to precinct outreach 
now and will begin precinct walking in June.  Some 
of our members have expressed interest in precinct 
walking to promote our club and party in their own 
neighborhoods.  People interested in organizing an 
outreach party to recruit new volunteers or thank 
those who have participated in the past should 
contact Jay for assistance.  Please contact Jay Kapitz 
at j_kapitz@yahoo.com or 818-889-1039 to sign up 
for these activities. 
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Earth Day Thank You 

I would like to thank all of the people who helped with 
the Earth Day booth -- Jay, Sandy, Jerry and Arlene, new 
member Tamara Murphree, Ed Savage who brought the 
canopy and especially my husband Rick. You all did a 
great job.  Sue Gunther 
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Conejo Valley Days Thank You 
Thanks to all or our members who have volunteered to 
work at our booth at Conejo Valley Days during May 2 
through 6.  We have a handful of shifts still available.  
Please contact Jay Kapitz at j_kapitz@yahoo.com or 818-
889-1039. 

Wine for Winners 
Plan to join your fellow 
Democrats at the Wine for 
Winners fundraiser on 
Saturday, May 19th, from 8-10 
p.m. at the beautiful home of Seth 
& Karen Stevens in Dos Vientos.  Wine Styles will 
pour and share their knowledge on a variety of 
California wines.  Come to sample, sip and shop 
their delicious wines while enjoying the smooth jazz 
sounds of Susan Cohen and her band. 

 In addition to wine tasting, a variety of 
decadent desserts and flavored coffees will be 
served.  If you’d like to donate a dessert, we could 
use your help.  Contact Deb Kelner (see below). 

 We are also looking for volunteers for the event 
to help with check in, hospitality, serving, cleanup, 
raffle ticket sales & gate opener. 

 Raffle tickets will be sold for a variety of gifts, 
including tickets to the Garden Party in September.  
Bring a friend who is attending a DCCV event for 
the first time and you both receive a free raffle 
ticket.   

 A portion of any wine purchased from Wine 
Styles at the tasting will go to the DCCV treasury.  
The money raised will be used to build a reserve for 
the 2008 election expenses.  

 Reservations required -- $40.  Discounted 
price of $30 if paid before May 15.  Pay online at 
www.conejodemocrats.com or mail your reservation 
to DCCV, P.O. Box 4421, Thousand Oaks, CA  
91359.  For information about special discounted 
rates for students & limited income, call Sandy 
Emberland at 805-675-8785.  Make your 
reservations early.  Directions to the event will be 
mailed after payment is received.  

 If you would like to help with desserts, please 
contact Deb Kelner at drewdeb.kelner@verzion.net 
or Sandy Emberland, event coordinator, at 
semberland@verizon.net or 805-493-9122.  Other 
members of the committee are Penne Letson, Ingrid 
van Eckert and Abbe Berns. Check 
www.conejodemocrats.com for up to date 
information.  
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events 

May 2 
11:30 a.m. 

Daytime Dems at Agoura 

Bistro,   “Genocide in our Time: 
The Crisis in Darfur,” Speaker, Abby 

Leibman of Jewish World Watch 
RSVP: Adrienne, 805-675-8785 

 

May 19 
8 p.m. 

Wine for WinnersWine for WinnersWine for WinnersWine for Winners    

Fundraiser for 2008.   $40.Fundraiser for 2008.   $40.Fundraiser for 2008.   $40.Fundraiser for 2008.   $40.        
Before May 15, $30/person.    Contact 
Sandy Emberland, semberland@verizon.net    

May  
9 

6:30 p.m. 
 

General DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV MeetingGeneral DCCV Meeting    

Thousand Oaks Main Library, 1401 E. 
Janss Rd.  www.conejodemocrats.com 

 
May 26 
Noon to 

4:00 p.m. 

Tabling at the OaksTabling at the OaksTabling at the OaksTabling at the Oaks    
Contact:  maysman24@yahoo.com 

Tuesdays 

8:00 p.m 
Eye On The Issues 

Cable 25    

 

May 29 
2:00 p.m. 

Summer Speaker Series, Summer Speaker Series, Summer Speaker Series, Summer Speaker Series, 
Congresswoman Lois Capps, Congresswoman Lois Capps, Congresswoman Lois Capps, Congresswoman Lois Capps, 

403 W. Hillcrest Drive, Conejo Rec & 
Park, TO.  Contact:  

www.conejodemocrats.com 

May 12 

Dem Women’s Tea & Fashion 
Show, Reservations  $25. Call (805) 

497-1003 
.      

 

June 2 Spring Fling Spring Fling Spring Fling Spring Fling 
www.venturacountydemocrats.com    

  
 June 13 

6:30 p.m. 
DCCV General Meeting, DCCV General Meeting, DCCV General Meeting, DCCV General Meeting, 
NNNNewbury Park Libraryewbury Park Libraryewbury Park Libraryewbury Park Library    
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Tom Mullens, President 
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Wine for Winners 
May 19  

8:00 p.m. 
 

• Wine Tasting by Wine Styles 
• Soft Jazz by the Susan Cohen Band 

• At the beautiful Dos Vientos home 
of Karen & Seth Stevens 
• Cheese and Crackers  

• Flavored Coffees 
• Raffle Prizes 

• Desserts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Reservations Required.  $40.00. 
 $30.00 if paid by May 15. 

Pay online at www.conejodemocrats.com 
Contact Sandy Emberland, 805-675-8785 for senior or student rates. 

 

Proceeds to be used in the 2008 campaign. 



 
Yes, I’d like to support the Democratic Club of the  Conejo Valley!  

 
 Please fill out this form and mail with your check  to the address below .   If you’d like to pay via 

credit card, please go to our  website at  www.cone jodemocrats.com 
 
DCCV 
P.O. Box 4421 
Thousand Oaks, CA  91359 
 
 
First Name__________________________________  Last Name_______________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________________ State_____________ Zip Code______________________ 
 
Phone____________________________Email______________________________________________________ 
 

□ I’m a registered Democrat            □ I’m a new member             □ Please renew my membership 
 
Membership Type: (please note that memberships are for the calendar year) 

□ Individual Membership    $20  □ Family Membership:       $30 

□ Senior (65+):                    $10  □ Student                           $10 
 

I wish to attend the Wine for Winners Fundraiser, May 19 at 8:00 p.m. : 
 

□$40        □$75    □$100      □$250    □$500    Other___________ 

Before May 15, □$30   per person     
(Senior and Student Admissions on request.  Contact Sandy Emberland.) 

 
I wish to make an additional donation of: 

□$10 □$25  □$50     □$75    □$100      □$250    □$500    Other___________      

*Contributions are not tax deductible 
 

The following information is required by federal law.  If you are a student, unemployed or retired, you can enter 
“none” for both fields. 
 
Occupation____________________________   Employer___________________________________________ 
 
By completing this form, you are certifying the following:  You are a United States citizen or a permanent resident 
alien.  This contribution is not made from the general treasury funds of a corporation, labor organization or national 
bank.  This contribution is not made from the treasury of an entity or person who is a federal contractor.  The funds 
you are donating are not being provided to you by another person or entity for the purpose of making this 
contribution.   
 
 


