
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter of the Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley                                                                                         March  2009 

President’s Message 
By Debbie Birenbaum 

 
     We have taken our collective breath after the 
election and Inauguration. It is time to prioritize and 
plan. I'd like to share some of the ideas the e- board 
has discussed and to welcome other ideas and 
feedback.  

 
     Among the goals the e-board would like to have the 
Club focus on are: presenting a unified and clear 
progressive message locally; building our local 
membership; continuing our registration until Conejo 
Valley goes blue; identifying local upcoming races; 
and recruiting and training candidates for those 
elections. There are many, many opportunities for you 
all to help in achieving these goals. First and foremost, 
the Club needs to focus on getting back into the 
community with our message. And, so, we need 
volunteers tabling at The Oaks and at special events 
such as the upcoming Thousand Oaks Arbor Day. 
Our first tabling date has been set for Saturday, 
February 28 from 12 - 4 p.m. Would you be interested 
in a two hour shift? Also, we need to have our message 
clearly and competitively available to the public. We 
need to create a document that presents our world 
view and how our world view differs from the 
Republicans. We need volunteers to come together to 
research and write and discuss.  

     Second, we need our eyes and our ears open so that 
we all collectively know what is happening in our 
community and what is of importance to its citizens. 
We need volunteers to attend the City Council 
meetings with the goal of listening to the issues being 
addressed and the concerns of the resident speakers, 
recording the votes of the various Council members 
and reporting back to the Club with the data 
collected.   (cont. on pg. 2) 

 

March Conejo Dems Meeting 

March 11, 2009 
Location:  Thousand Oaks Library, 6:30 pm 
              Speaker:  Dr. Grady Hanrahan 
              Topic:  Global Water Rights 
              Service:  My Stuff Bags 

  
     For our charity of choice, DCCV is 
supporting the "My Stuff Bags" foundation.  
This group provides comfort and hope to 
children entering crisis and foster care.  These 
children often are removed from their homes 
with none of their own belongings.  To assist 
them, the DCCV is  requesting items to fill the 
bags.  All items must be new and fit a 12" x 
20" duffle bag.  No food items.  
Learn more at www.mystuffbags.org. 
 
Suggested items for the MyStuffBags: 
 
stuffed animals   blankets 
coloring books/crayons     hats 
small toiletries   toys for all ages 
small photo albums  journals/diaries 
school supplies   rattles/pacifiers 
handcrafted items, too! books 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message, cont. 
 
      Second, we need our eyes and our ears open so 
that we all collectively know what is happening in 
our community and what is of importance to its 
citizens. We need volunteers to attend the City 
Council meetings with the goal of listening to the 
issues being addressed and the concerns of the 
resident speakers, recording the votes of the various 
Council members and reporting back to the Club 
with the data collected. We can then form platforms 
and strategies for City Council candidates. We have 
a volunteer willing to attend School Board meetings 
and reporting back to us for the same purposes. Our 
thanks go to Ed Schlossman for being our School 
Board Liaison. In the same vein, it would be 
worthwhile if we kept track of Elton Gallegly's 
voting record as well as the Strickland's. We need to 
contact "our representatives" constantly so they 
hear OUR voices. We also maintain a presence by 
blogging on the Ventura County Star website, at 
Democracy Watch.  We need guest bloggers to take 
over getting progressive ideas out into the 
blogosphere.  Any volunteers?  

 
     And, finally, we need to work diligently together 
to see ourselves as a community supporting civic 
policies that will move our community and our 
nation forward. We come together as a group 
because we believe in the same values. We need to 
work together to transform these beliefs into policy. 
Each one of us is responsible for setting the 
groundwork for our party and our candidates. Let's 
get busy! 

Membership News &  
Tabling at the Oaks 

 
 By Mary Freed, Membership Chair 

 
Membership news:   Thank you to all our 
renewing and new members who have paid 
your dues to the DCCV.  Dues for all of us are 
now due in January for the 2009 year.  
January has passed, but you can still renew 
your membership now.  Contact our 
Treasurer, Cleo Navarro, or membership 
chair, Mary Freed.  
 
     Our first opportunity to return to the Oaks 
Mall to register voters was February 28th 12:-
4:00.  If you are able to help with a 2 hr. shift 
next month or in the future, please call Mary 
(805) 795-3887.  
 
     Please bring a friend to our March 
meeting.  We also have several members who 
are not comfortable driving at night.  If you 
can pick up another person or two please talk 
to me.   

Democrats Go Green! 
By Lisa Sloan Strom 

 
     Moving onward in the education of our 
community about the importance of carrying 
reusable bags when shopping, Go Drastic, 
Skip the Plastic is an organization of local 
community activists working towards creating 
a Peace Economy both locally and nationally. 
Our goals include enacting a local ban on 
carry-out plastic bags, and also educating the 
public about alternatives to accepting plastic 
bags from merchants. The last meeting was 
just prior to when this newsletter went online, 
but I'm sure the group would love to see 
newcomers. Please contact organizer Lisa 
Sloan Strom (lisasloanstrom@mac.com) for 
future meeting times and locations. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Republicans’ Revisionist Tendencies 
By Ray Freeman 

 
   In a recent press conference, President Obama 
commented on the conservatives' fiction that the 
New Deal made the Great Depression worse. 
Republicans opposed the economic stimulus saying 
that government spending cannot end recessions 
and further borrowing would be harmful. Really? 
  
     President Roosevelt took office in 1933. The 
official unemployment rate was 24.9%. The official 
numbers show unemployment decreasing to 14.3% 
by 1937 and reaching 9.9% in December 1941. 
That's a huge success. To dispel any doubt, look at a 
graph of GDP. Under President Hoover, it declines 
sharply from 1929 to 1933, the bottom of the Great 
Depressio n. GDP rises sharply under FDR's New 
Deal from 1933 to 1941, far surpassing the pre-
Depression level. That's a huge success. 
  
     Notice that the statistics above are the 'official' 
numbers. In 1976, economist Michael Darby 
discovered that the official unemployment numbers 
did not include people working on government 
projects. Workers building dams were not counted. 
This is absurd. These were people who were 
working, getting paid and spending money. So, the 
decline in unemployment - impressive as it is -- is 
understated. 
  
     Note that tax cuts alone would not have 
stimulated the economy, due to the 'paradox of 
thrift.' Businesses and people with more money 
would have simply hoarded it out of fear. Rather 
obviously, tax cuts cannot give businesses more 
money if they have no income in the first place, 
because their order books are empty, because 
nobody is spending, because of fear and 
unemployment. Tax cuts put the cart before the 
horse. And they are about half as effective as 
infrastructure spending, economically speaking. 
 
  

 
Overall, the Keynesian concept of increased 
government spending with borrowed money to 
restore aggregate demand was vindicated. It 
kept millions from starvation. It generated 
economic activity, such as infastructure and 
rural electrification, that brought this country 
permanent benefit. Sharply increased 
government spending for WWII, beginning in 
1942, brought unemployment to a mere 1.2% 
(but wasn't part of the New Deal).  
  
   The national debt run up by the New Deal 
and WW2 together totaled around 125% of 
GDP. By 1982 this had been reduced to 
around 33%, as prosperity generated incomes 
to pay taxes to pay down the debt (like paying 
off a student loan). Republican crocodile tears 
over President Obama's stimulus package are 
disingenuous. President Bush increased the 
national debt from $5.7 trillion to $10.7 
trillion, which is now around 76% of GDP. It 
is not as bad as 125%, but has tied Obama's 
hands considerably. 
  
     The accepted critique of the New Deal was 
that it was not bold enough. That's easily 
forgiven. It was, after all, "new," and 
previously untried. But certain parts of it may 
be criticized. Attempts to fix  minimum prices 
and wages backfired.  Nobody now suggests it 
be tried again. Roosevelt mistakenly tried to 
balance the budget in 1937. This caused 
unemployment to rise, and GDP to dip, in 
1938.  
  
     The revisionists focus on these aspects 
alone as 'proof' that the New Deal was a 
failure, ignoring the big picture. That is 
politically motivated and intentionally 
misleading. Why? The best verdict on the New 
Deal is FDR's overwhelming reelection in 
1936. This is what terrifies Republicans today. 
They are driven to shameless revisionism. 
Don't swallow it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cesar Chavez Day Luncheon 

By Adrienne Anderson 

WHAT: Cesar Chavez Day Luncheon 
 
WHEN: Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 12 Noon 
 
WHERE: El Torito Mexican Grill; 449 N. 
Moorpark Rd (North of Hillcrest), Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91360 
 
COST: $12 Per Person includes tax and tip.  (Pay 
cash or with a check at the door.  
Make checks payable to DCCV.) 
  
 
MENU: Choice of one: Enchiladas Rancheras with 
Chicken or Beef; Mexican Caesar Salad and Tortilla 
Soup; Lunch size of Grilled Chicken Mexican 
Caesar Salad; Soda or Ice Tea  (order at the table.) 
 
SPEAKER: Dr. Frank P. Barajas, Associate 
Professor at CSUCI 

TOPIC: "A Curious (Re)Union:  Cesar Chavez's 
Organizing in Ventura County, 1958 - 59."  
 

Reservations are a must.  RSVP by Friday, March 
27 by calling 805-675-8785.  Please clearly say your 
name, phone number, email address and number of 
people in your party. 

   

 

California Democratic Convention 
 
The California Democratic Party is looking 
for volunteers for the State Convention.  This 
year the Convention will take place on April 
24 - 26 in Sacramento.  Over 800 volunteers 
are needed.  For further information, please 
call Christopher Guerrero, Volunteer 
director, at (916)442-5707 or email 
volunteer09@cadem.org. 

Cookbook Alert! 

Come on folks. . . we need to finish that 
cookbook. Please. Kathy Bonn stepped up and 
volunteered to look through the accumulated 
odds and ends that we have now. We need 
more recipes. Even with the large attendance 
at the last meeting, I only collected three 
recipe cards. Getting this project completed 
would be a fantastic achievement. Please send 
in recipes. Send them to the Club. Send them 
to me. Just send them. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DCCV Officers for 2009 
 
Debbie Birenbaum, President 
Sandy Emberland, Exec. Vice President 
Carol Keavney, Admin. Vice President 
Sue Gunther,  Recording Secretary 
Kara Altshuler, Corresponding Secretary 
Cleo Navarro, Treasurer 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
Membership: Mary Freed 
Hospitality: Sylvia Navarro & Judy Jordan 
Eye on the Issues: Sue Gunther 
Daytime Dems: Adrienne Anderson 
Publicity: Jody Avery-Smith 
Website: Jay Kapitz 
Youth Coordinator: Alessandro Neri 

Unfilled: 
Tabling/Voter Registration 
Newsletter 
Community Service Coordinator 

Thursdays 
New 1-hour format 

6:00 – 7:00 PM 

Eye on the Issues 
New Day and time 

Time Warner Cable  
Channel 25 

Fri. April 24 - 

Sun April 26 
California State Convention 

Sacramento, CA

Wednesday 
March 11 
6:30 PM 

March Meeting 
Thousand Oaks Library 

Speaker Dr. Grady Hanrahan 
Global Water Rights 

Eye on the Issues 
Our show for March will feature guest host David 
Atkins. He is a well-known local personality and 
blogger and co-hosts the Heading Left radio show 
on BlogTalkRadio with Adam Lambert. He has 
interviewed numerous national House and Senate 
candidates. He states in his bio that he has a 
"passionate desire to rid this State of the 
Stricklands." He is young and articulate and will 
bring a fresh approach to the show. His guests 
are Sue Broidy who has organized the local "Vote 
Blue" effort, Obama activist Shoshana Brower, 
and VCDCC Communications Chair Brian 
Leshon. Jody Avery-Smith directs the show, Sue 
Gunther is producer and Teri Smolarski is co-
producer. 

Democratic Club of Conejo 
Valley 
P.O. Box 4421 
Thousand Oaks, CA  91359 
www.conejodemocrats.com 
805-675-8785  
 


