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LETTER FROM THE CLUB PRESIDENT 
 
Spring has been a very busy time of year for the 
DCCV.  We participated in the Media Forum, 
Arbor/Earth Day, and several meetings regarding 
the special election.  The Club ran a polling site, held 
a Cinco de Mayo fundraiser and hosted a daytime 
dems luncheon.  Some of our members found time to 
walk for Nathan Sweet in Moorpark and to attend the 
Ventura County Central Committee's Spring Fling.  
 The Media Committee filmed another Cable TV show 
and the  Membership Committee tabled at the Oaks 
Mall.  

So, as you can see, even though there is no big 
election coming and we might have a tendency to sit 
back and relax, there is work to be done.  It really 
never ends.  As an organization we need to have 
clear goals and enough energy and commitment to 
keep our eye on the long term.  We can all assume 
that that means voter registration, community  
outreach and candidate/issue identification.  

I understand that many of our members are active in 
several clubs and groups.  That's the kind of people 
we are.  We are activists and organizers.  We are 
educated and ethical.  I'm so glad I've been able to 
meet and work with you all.    

Still, at lulls, when a core group is busy keeping the 
DCCV afloat, a thought comes to mind.  What it is 
that makes you join the DCCV each year?  
What would you like the goals of this organization to 
be?  The DCCV has by-laws that set out cursory 
objectives, but I'm curious about the purposes you 
have for lending your support to this organization.  
I'm curious about your degree of commitment to 
attaining those purposes.  I'd like to hear from you.   

Our monthly meetings are a simple way to 
communicate and to participate.  The executive 



board uses the meetings to relay important 
organizational and business information to the 
general membership.  We have ongoing projects that 
need volunteers and contributions.  We need 
feedback and, on some occasions, a vote.  These 
activities can really only occur at the meetings.  And 
meetings can only really be successful if we have 
significant membership attendance.    

So, as the busy Spring comes to an end and lazy 
summer is arriving, take the time to let us get to 
know you.  Write us about your reasons for joining 
us.  Let us know your expectations.  Come to a 
meeting.  Check us out. 

  

 

 

June 10 General Meeting 

  
On Wednesday, June 10, the DCCV will welcome Dawn 
Neumann,  Provost Professor of Bio-Chemistry at CSUCI.  She will lead 
us in a discussion of the ethics of banking DNA information.  
  
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a half hour business meeting, 
followed by Professor Neumann's lecture and discussion. 
  
We will also be collecting items for Casa Pacifica including toiletries, 
clothing, toys, office/school supplies, make-up, shoes and books.   
  
          
       

Eye on the Issues 

  
      
The June Eye on the Issues show will feature guest host, blogger and radio 
personality David Atkins and co-host business professor Richard Gunther 
interviewing bankder Ray Freeman on the causes behind the current 
economic crisis.  Mr. Freeman will explain to us why the lack of financial 
regulation that started in the Reagan Administration and imploded the 
economy at the end of the Bush Administration happened and how Alan 
Greenspan deceived and manipulated four Presidents.  This is a must 
watch for anyone interested in the economy.   
  
The show airs on Time Warner Cable Channel 25 every Thursday night in 
June at 6:00 p.m. and is produced by the Democratic Media Committee of 
the Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley. 



  
Sue Gunther 

DemoCares  
  
DCCV member Carol Keavney has submitted a Draft Plan for a Community 
Service Program sponsored by the Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley to 
support civic, educational and social non-profit organizations that are 
helping the Conejo Valley cities of Thousand Oaks, Newbury Park, 
Westlake Village, Oak Park and surrounding Ventura County communities.  
  
The Community Service Committee, under the leadership of a chairperson, 
will research, plan, coordinate and execute the program.  In addition to 
the committee, non-profit organizations may be suggested by the E-Board 
and the DCCV membership. 
  
Designated non-profit groups will be highlighted one month and donations 
will be collected the following month.  Distribution will be scheduled with 
recipient groups' representatives.  This activiety will provide photo 
opportunities for publication in local media and posting on DCCV's  
website. 
  
While our primary focus is to inform and involve Democrats in local, state 
and national politics, the DCCV also seeks to live the Amerian ideals of 
helping and sharing with those who are needy, troubled or suffering 
personal hardships.  
  
DemoCares offers an excellent opportunity to effectively manage DCCV  
community service efforts so that help is provided where it is most 
needed. 
  
If you are interested in being involved in this program, please contact 
Carol at ckeavney@earthlink.net. 
  
  

Ventura County Democrats Scholarship 

 

The 2009 Jack O'Connell Scholarship is available as a pdf on the 
www.venturacountydemocrats.com website.  If you know someone who is 
  
1.   a Ventura County resident  
  
2.  a graduate of a Ventura County high school   
  
3.   registered for the Fall 2009 term at any PUBLIC college or university 
in   
       California  
  



4.  intending a career in Public Education or Public Service,  and  
  
5.  is a registered Democrat,  
  
please encourage them to apply.  Applications must be postmarked by July 
17.  The award will be made at the September 7th Democratic Labor Day 
Picnic at Freedom Park in Camarillo.  

Tabling at The Oaks Mall 
by Mary Freed  

 
     
The DCCV will continue to table at The Oaks Mall.  Come on all you social 
types-we need membership committee members to contact members for 
renewals, do community outreach to let Democrats know we exist here 
and encourage them to join and to register voters. 
 
Please bring a friend to our next meeting.  We also have several members 
who are not comfortable driving at night.  If you can pick up another 
person or two please talk to me at the meeting or call me at 795-3887. 

DCCV Cookbook 

  
Yes, this fundraiser is the project that just wouldn't go away.  We are still 
intending to produce this cookbook.  We have over 85 recipes now which is 
fantastic.  Of course, we could use more.  Additionally, we'd like to include 
famous qoutes and recipes of our most beloved politicians, statesmen and 
leaders.  So, if you have a personal recipe, know of a famous person's 
favorite dish or would like to see a particular quote included, please 
contact Kathy Bonn at kbonn@roadrunner.com, Debbie Birenbaum at 
dbbirenbaum@gmail.com or you can directly submit recipes online at 
www.grandpublishing.com (username: kbonn/password: recipes.) 
  
We also need volunteers to type in the recipes that have already been 
submitted to us.  We have divided them into easy to manage packs of 10.  
If you are interested in volunteering to help type in the recipes please 
contact us as well.  We could really use the help.  
  
Hopefully, we will have this project wrapped up by the end of summer so 
that we can start selling the cookbooks for the holidays. 
  
Kathy Bonn, Cookbook Coordinator  
  

This and That 

 

 
1.  The DCCV would like to thank Steve Kane for acting as Inspector at the 
Club sponsored May 19 polling place.  Steve donated an entire day to 



helping us with this activity.  He picked up all the materials the day before, 
arrived at 6:00 a.m. and returned all the materials well after 9:00 p.m.  He 
supervised an equally dedicated group of clerks including Howard Belger, 
Sandy Emberland, Jody Avery Smith, Elaine Herzog and Mary Freed.  Thank 
you all very much.  Not only did you do a great civic service, you helped 
raise a significant amount of money for the DCCV. 

  
  
2.  Please remember our commitment to Casa Pacifica.  A representative 
spoke to us at May's meeting.  This facility provides a safe haven for 
children at risk.  They serve children from infants to teens.   
  
The Casa Pacifica representative provided a wish list at that meeting  that 
included gift cards to Target, restaurants, amusement parks and Best Buy;  
Arts & Craft supplies; toys; every day items like socks, underwear, sheets 
and towels; school supplies and books.  
  
In addition, Casa Pacifica has a Prom coming up on June 10.  They really 
need cosmetics, jewelry, Prom dresses and dress shoes.  If you have any 
Prom appropriate items to donate (or skills such as make-up and hair) 
please contact Jody Avery Smith at 375-3188 as soon as possible. 
  
All other donations may also be collected by Jody or brought to our next 
club meeting.  

 

 


