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_________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE: Our monthly meeting on Tuesday
this month - not Wednesday as usual.
_________________________________________

The DCCV General Meeting will be held on October
13 at the Thousand Oaks Library on Janss Road,
just east of the 23 Freeway. Please plan on
arriving early. We will begin the meeting promptly
at 6:30.

Our speaker will be CLU Politcal Science Professor
Jose Marichal. The topic is "Groundhog Day: The
Recurring California Budget Crisis and How to
Resolve It". Dr. Marichal has spoken to our club on
several occasions in the past and his presentations
are always entertaining and informative.

We will also be discussing club business, collecting
items for one of our charities and welcoming new
members.

We look forward to seeing you!



UPCOMING EVENTS

Kennedy Legacy Dinner

On October 10, the Ventura County Democratic Party is undertaking
our most
ambitious event ever - the 2nd Annual Kennedy Legacy Dinner.

Last year, with Ventura County turning red to Democratic blue, we
celebrated
the Inaugural Jack and Bobby Kennedy Dinner. Over 300 activists and
excited
Democrats joined together at this sold out event. The funds we
generated
were invested in targeted voter registration and engagement drives in
our
communities.

Our annual event now becomes the Kennedy Legacy Dinner to honor
the enduring legislative contributions of Teddy Kennedy who passed
away on August 25, 2009. The Kennedy Legacy event will include four
annual awards: The John F. Kennedy award for Inspiration, the Robert
Kennedy award for Courage, the Edward Kennedy award for Endurance
and the Kennedy Legacy Award for Community Service.

I would like to personally invite you to join your fellow Democrats at
this
exciting event.

The event will be held at the Sunset Hills Country Club in Thousand
Oaks,
with two outstanding speakers. Our Guest speaker is Lilly Ledbetter,
namesake of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, and world-
famous
attorney Gloria Allred, a fierce advocate of women and civil rights.

Please support this exciting event by attending and helping the
Ventura
County Democratic Party prepare for victory in 2010.

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Emberland, Event
Coordinator. Her phone number is 805-493-9122.

Sandy Emberland



"Woodstock: More Than A Concert...Promise
Fulfilled?"

DWCCV's October 17th Program at BJ's, Westlake Village

The Woodstock Art and Music Fair, a seminal event the 1960s, will be
the focus of the next Democratic Women's Council of the Conejo Valley
(DWCCV) Brunch Meeting on Saturday, October 17, 10 AM to 12 Noon,
at BJ's Restaurant & Brewhouse, 3955 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd.,
Westlake Village.

Brunch attendees will order from the BJ's Weekend Brunch menu with
entrees ranging from $5.95 to $8.95. Orders will be taken each person
at a table; but checks will be written to cover the table with a 17
percent gratuity. Cash and credit cards accepted only. Reservations
are encouraged. To make reservations, call (805) 495-1515.

When the first chords rang out over Max Yasgur's Dairy Farm in Bethel,
NY, Woodstock already represented something beyond four days,
August 15 - 18, 1969, of music and art. For many it was a Promise,
dawned a year earlier with the song, "Age of Aquarius," in the hit
Broadway musical "Hair." The sun shone brightly on Love, Harmony,
Peace, Civil Rights, Equality in the Woodstock Promise.

Betsy and Patrick Connolly of Thousand Oaks, who both attended
Woodstock - separately, will share their Woodstock memories and
memorabilia. The couple also will discuss their impressions of the
Woodstock Promise. Brunch attendees also will be invited to share
their experiences the Promise and whether or not it's been fulfilled.

Carol Keavney

BJ's Restaurant & Brewhouse is located in the North Ranch Mall
complex. Directions from US-101:

 Exit at Westlake Boulevard
 Head North toward Thousand Oaks Boulevard
 Turn Left to Thousand Oaks Boulevard
 Turn Right to the North Ranch Mall complex

Team Up With Special Olympics for October
DemsCare

Special Olympics Ventura County (SOVC) is the focus of the October
DemsCare Project. Donations will be collected during the monthly
meeting on Wednesday, October 17, at 6:30 PM at the Thousand Oaks
Library on Janss Road.

Serving as an adaptive recreation program for Special Olympic athletes



for over the past 20 years, SOVC is a grassroots organization whose
funding comes from and remains in Ventura County. Donations are
used to support more than 750 Ventura County athletes, ages 8 and
up, in 11 different year-round sports programs at over 20 different
county-wide training sites. All programs are provided at no cost to the
athletes.

DemsCares donations will help support SOVC with the following needs:
Transportation costs (transporting S.O. Athletes to "away"
tournaments) can run anywhere between $12,000 and $17,000 per
year. These include van & bus rentals, plus gas to refuel when
returned and filling volunteers' gas tanks.

Hosting approximately 4 to 5 tournaments each year. SOVC provides
lunches to all athletes (home and visiting) and volunteers. These
costs range from $700 to $1000 per tournament.

Athlete fees charged by the Chapter office (Special Olympics Southern
California) are $75 to $100 per athlete (fees vary for Summer and Fall
Games). This year's Summer Games fees were a little under $5,000.
Unexpected equipment and uniform replacement usually runs $500 to
$1000 per year.

Bowling alley "lane fees" and facility fees at some Recreation & Parks
Districts during the Special Olympics training season and other sports
practices. This year, these fees are expected to approach $2,000.

Please make your tax-deductible donation checks to Special Olympics
Ventura County. SOVC also accepts MasterCard, VISA, Discover and
American Express.

In addition to monetary donations, SOVC welcomes volunteers.
Volunteer Skills Required:

 A desire to help individuals with intellectual disabilities, and the
ability to laugh and have fun all the while. What ever you give,
you will get back 100 fold from our athletes!

 Office volunteers with Microsoft Office and/or other computer
database skill.

Carol Keavney

The Democratic Media Committee Halloween Party

The Democratic Media Committee will host its annual Halloween
Fundraiser on Saturday, October 24th at 7:00 p.m. at Debbie
Birenbaum's Haunted Home. The party will feature catered treats,
raffle prizes, a costume contest and many surprises. Come as your
favorite naughty Republican or nice Democrat! For more information
call Sue Gunther at 499-7822.



Sue Gunther

Public Welcome for Tim Allison for Congress in Oak
Park

Thursday, November 5, 2009, 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Location: Kapitz Home, 6481 Smoketree Ave., Oak Park CA 91377.

I hope you had a great summer and you and your families are well.

My good friend and fellow Obama delegate Tim Allison is running for
Congress in the 24th Congressional District. He hopes to unseat Elton
Gallegly in 2010. The 24th Congressional District has improved from
12% to only a 6% deficit for Democrats. Encouragingly Obama won
the district by 3%. I believe Tim is a great candidate with an excellent
chance of winning. Check out his website at
http://www.timallison.com/. Tim has previously worked as a political
strategist and has directed five out of five winning campaigns
in Southern California. He also directed a very successful Obama
campaign in Santa Barbara.

Tim asked me to put together a house party so he could introduce
himself to residents of Oak Park, the Conejo Valley and Ventura
County. Based on friends I have contacted we already have about 20
attendees committed.

Please contact me at j_kapitz@yahoo.com or 818-889-1039 to let me
know the number of attendees you will be bringing so I can plan
accordingly. There is no expectation to do anything but listen and we
will have wine, cheese, refreshments and snacks.

Hope to see you there!

Jay Kapitz

Eye On The Issues: October Show

Our October show will feature guest host Don Philips interviewing
Dave Grimm of the Thousand Oaks Council on Aging, Victoria Jump,
Director of the Ventura County Area Agency on Aging and Andrea
Koval, Director of the Goebal Senior Center. The topic is "Senior
Concerns" and will air every Thursday night in October on Channel 25
at 6:00 p.m. Special recognition should go to Jody Avery-Smith who
planned this program. Eye on the Issues is produced by the Democratic
Media Committee.

Sue Gunther



Tabling at The Oaks Mall

Tabling at the mall is always an adventure. Sept. 19th we
registered new voters. We cheered for the individual who used to be a
registered Republican & is fed up, so they are now our
newest registered Democrat. Thanks to Carol Keavney, Joan Edwards,
Howard Belger, Alessandro Neri, Rochelle Nathan, & Mary Freed.
Thanks too to Sylvia Navarro & Jay Kapitz who stopped by to see if we
needed more help. We had so many Democrats stop by to chat & give
us a donation "just for being out here in public."

Debbie Birenbaum

VIEWPOINT

President's Message

Dear (Contact First Name),

There might have been some of us that hoped all our
troubles would be behind us with the electoral victories of
last year. Clearly this was naïve. The loud and persistent
roar from the right continues.

While the Conservatives persistently question our
patriotism and loyalty, we allow them the most egregious
conduct. They loudly call for the failure of our President in
all things. They celebrate the destruction of our federal
government. They are recalcitrant naysayers even while
the economy, our veterans administration and our health
care system crumble. They are content with the status quo
no matter how bad it gets and would rather "just say no"
than to come up with any actual positive plans for
improvement. Is this patriotism? They love their money
and their ideology rather than their government and the
people it serves. They really, truly love profit over people. I
thought this was just a slogan. But it apparently is true.
Their America is a fantasy that never existed for all
Americans. And yet that folklore is so strong, it provokes
the nastiest, ugliest behavior in the Conservatives and
their movement.

Until we can overcome the corporate/military/industrial
fascism that has taken a strangle hold of our society, we



will be able to achieve nothing. They have taken over our
media and pollute our minds daily. We the people have to
know we have a common enemy and that enemy is
corporate greed and militarism. No matter how the power
structure tries to divert the message to ridiculous wedge
issues, we have to present a united front. What is the
alternative? Decade after decade are we just going to let
ourselves be fodder for their wars and their profits?
Ultimately, what do we gain? Do we feel safer? Do we feel
economically secure? Do we feel healthy? Do we feel our
children will have a better life than we did?

So, now, let's line up shoulder to shoulder and create a
wall of resistance. The more of us that join together, the
more we will attract. This is a civic and personal
responsibility that we can no longer foist off on our elected
"representatives" or on any other people. Every day each
of us has to make an effort to do at least one act to make a
positive difference in this terrible, divisive time we live in.
If we don't, why are we here?

Sincerely,

Debbie Birenbaum

President

Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley

PO Box 4421

Thousand Oaks, CA 91359

805-675-8785
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