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We are smack in the middle of a very busy summer 
season.  As you go through the newsletter, you will 
get an idea of all the events and activities our great 
volunteers have been working on.  

  

I really appreciate everyone's help and involvement.  
The DCCV, like most volunteer organizations, reflects 
the changes inherent in a fluctuating volunteer 
base;  past volunteers leave and new ones bring new 
ideas.  I hope you all feel that you can approach any 
of the officers of the club with suggestions and 
ideas. In the past few months, we have begun the 
Legislative Watch Committee and are hoping to add 
a DCCV historian.  These fantastic ideas came from 
members and readers like you.  

  

Those of us who are busy with the nuts and  bolts of 
the DCCV sometimes get wrapped up in the 
minutiae and miss good, common sense ideas. 

Please keep those ideas coming. 

  

The executive board has decided that we will mail a 
quarterly hardcopy of the newsletter out to those of 
you on our mailing list.  We will, in addition, 
continue to send the newsletter electronically.  The 
two lists are disparate. We have many more people 
on our email list that on our mailing list.  In advance, 
I apologize to those of you who received two 
newsletters, however, on the bright side, you are on 
both lists.  For those of you who received this e-mail 
but no physical hardcopy in the mail, this is to notify 



 

 

 

you that we don't have either mailing information or 
membership information for you for the past five 
years.   

  

We intend to clean up our email lists to reflect more 
closely those persons who have demonstrated an 
interest in receiving the newsletter as well as an 
interest in participating in club events.  Once the 
lists coincide, we won't have to duplicate our 
outreach efforts, but this might take some time. 

  

So thank you for your involvement, your great ideas 
and your patience.  And I hope to see you at some of 
the great events coming up in the next couple of 
months. 
  
-- Debbie Birenbaum, President DCCV 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DCCV Meeting, Wednesday, August 12 

  
         
The DCCV General Meeting will be held on August 12 at the Thousand Oaks 
Library on Janss Road, just east of the 23 Freeway.  Please plan on arriving 
early.  We will begin the meeting promptly at 6:30. 
  
This month we are co-sponsoring a Health Care Forum with Progressive 
Democrats of Los Angeles, PDSMM, PDCC, SVMDC, SoCal Grassroots, Valley 
West Democrats, Ventura County Young Democrats and other allied groups 
and clubs.  Universal Single Payer Health Care is the meeting topic and the 
speakers will include Dr. Jo Olson, Dr. Susie Baldwin, Don Schroeder and Ellen 
Lubic.  Various solutions to our health care crisis will be discussed and 
your questions and comments are welcomed. 
  
As usual, the Library requests that we be totally out of the meeting room at 
9:00 sharp, so, please plan on arriving on time.  We will start at 6:30, 
promptly.  In addition, it would be greatly appreciated if you could get there at 
6:00 or before to help set up chairs. 
  
 
Also. . . .  



  
COME TO THE FAIR  
  
The DCCV is staffing the Ventura County Democratic Booth At the Ventura 
County Fair on Saturday, August 8, and Sunday, August 9.  Please come by and 
support our hardworking volunteers as they hand out literture, talk with our 
neighbors and register voters.  If you are interested in helping on either of 
those days, please contact Debbie Birenbaum at ginso350@roadrunner.com. 
  
AND. . . 
  
ZYDECO IN THE PARK  
  
The DCCV is joining our sister club, The Democratic Women's Council, on 
Sunday, August 9, to listen to some great Zydeco music at Conejo Community 
Park (located at Dover and Hendrix).  We are meeting at around 3:00 p.m.  
Bring your picnic dinner and favorite beverage, including beer or wine.  The 
concert begins at 5:00 p.m. 

Cookbook Alert! 
  
CALLING ALL LIBERAL COOKS!  Now is the time to gather all those stray, torn, 
greasy favorite recipes and put them together in one very cool place - The 
DCCV Cookbook!!  The process is very simple; just go to 
www.gandrpublishing.com, enter the user name kbonn and password recipes, 
click on the recipe tab, and you're there!  You may enter as many recipes as 
you'd like.  It's easy and fun.  
  
Time is running out, however.  In order for us to have the cookbooks available 
for the holidays, all recipes must be submitted by August 15, 2009, so don't 
wait another day. 
  
REMINDER:  Those of you who generously volunteered to take a packet of 10 
recipes to enter at the last meeting, please let Debbie know who you are, and 
be sure to return the recipes at the August meeting, as they'll be needed for 
proofing the book.  Thanks to all who participated in this fundraiser! 
  
  
Kathy Bonn 

Legislative Watch Committee 

  
The Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley is proud to announce the creation of 
the Legislative Watch Committee.  The members of this group will track issues 
on the federal, state and local level.  To achieve this broad objective, the 
committee members are pursuing a range of activities:  from monitoring the 
votes of our state and federal representatives to following the decisions of 
local bodies such as the City Council and Board of Supervisors.  As this 
database of knowldege is developed, it will benefit local activists who need 
facts about the record of their representatives on key issues. 



  
The committee welcomes more energetic and passionate democrats to join.  
This is the ideal body for anyone who believes that to be a good citizen one 
must be an informed citizen.   
  
Please contact the committee chair, Alidad Damooei at damooei@gmail.com if 
you have any question or would like to become a member. 
  
Alidad Damooei  

Single Payer Health Care for California and President 
Obama's National Health care Plan with Public Option 

       
In my opinion, Single Payer Health Care (SPHC) is the best alternative to fix 
our broken health care system.  I hope you will attend the Health Care Forum 
on Wednesday, August 12, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., at the Thousand Oaks Library to 
learn more about this issue and its solution.  This event is sponsored by the 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley, Progressive Democrats of Los Angeles, 
Simi/Moorpark Democratic Club, Camarillo Democratic club and SoCal 
Grassroots.  While many of us support SPHC, we are also aware  President 
Obama is working hard to reform our health care system at the national level.  
I will attempt to provide a very broad illustration of the key elements of these 
two solutions.  I will also lay out why it is important to respect and understand 
that, as Democratic activists, some of us may be drawn to support either or 
both plans. 
  
SPHC is a plan that eliminates the insurance companies and uses the 
administrative cost savings to insure the uninsured.  It has been called 
Medicare for all.  SPHC is currently working its way through the California 
legislature in the form of Senate Bill 810 sponsored by Mark Leno.  Senate Bill 
810 is the successor bill to Sentate Bill 840, which was sponsored by Sheila 
Kuehl.  One way to learn more about SPHC is to visit the Healthcare For All 
website at www.healthcareforall.org.  Healthcare For All has a very detailed 
strategy to pass SPHC in California with the expectation of an eventual state 
by state adoption. 
  
President Obama's national health care plan is evolving as we go to press.  
Rather than repeat the failure to gain health care reform that occurred during 
the Clinton Administration, the President is first asking Congress to present 
legislation within the parameters that he presented during the campaign.  His 
goal is a plan that provides and mandates coverage for most Americans, 
contains a choice between existing insurance plans and a public plan, and is 
financed by deficit neutral cost saving measures.  President Obama believes 
there is no political viability for a SPHC plan at the national level.  Even the 
public option part of his plan is becoming a hard sell to Blue Dog Democrats 
and, of course, most Republicans.  More information about the President's 
national health care plan can be obtained by visiting www.healthrefore.gov. 
  
We are looking at two battles:  1) a long term battle for SPHC for California 
(and eventually the rest of the country) and 2) a battle now at the national 
level for Obama's health care reform.  There is concern among some SPHC 



supporters that a watered down national program may be so ineffective that 
even if passed the result will hurt the chance for success of SPHC.  Both plans 
face uphill battles primarily due to the health care insurance industry's 
willingness and ability to spend vast sums in order to maintain status quo. 
  
I suggest that Democrats do their own homework and decide which health 
care  reform campaign they wish to support with their volunteer hours and 
pocketbooks.  Supporters of both campaigns are recruiting volunteers at the 
club level to participate in phone banking and other outreach activities.  This is 
similar to when we are asked to work for local and state level candidates 
versus national candidates.  We need to make up our own minds on how our 
efforts can be most useful within the constraints of our time and resources.  
During 2008, I worked on the campaigns for Obama for President, my local 
school district bond/tax measures and for local candidates.  There will be 
many issues and candidates to support in 2009, 2010 and beyond.  I hope you 
will be active while remaining supportive and respectful of your fellow 
activists regardless of how they choose to support Democratic candidates and 
causes.  Very critically, whenever possible, we should try to coordinate of 
efforts in these endeavors. 
  
Jay Kapitz 
Election Strategy Chair 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley  
  

Tabling at The Oaks and Membership 

  
Saturday, August 15 
Saturday, September 19 
  
We have two upcoming dates for Saturday tabling at the Oaks Mall:  August 15 
and September 19.  All dates run from 12 to 4 p.m.  Shifts generally are 12-2 
and 2-4.  Tabling can be an extremely energizing and fun experience.  Sylvia 
and her tablers registered 5 new Democrats on Saturday, July 25!  You can 
sign up to table by contacting Mary Freed  at 495-3887 or Debbie Birenbaum at 
498-7151 or at the next meeting. 
  
Membership for the club runs from January to January.  Our membership drive 
will begin in earnest with the Garden Party in September.  If you join or renew 
your membership at that time, it will cover the last months of 2009 as well as 
2010.  Your membership dues go a long way to keep the club running 
throughout the year and allow us to get great speakers, fine refreshments, 
election and registration materials as well as to keep up on our website and 
phone line.  We depend on you.  In fact, you are us.   So renew. . .soon! 
  
Mary Freed 

DCCV Garden Party 

Sunday, September 13 



Please mark your calendars now for the DCCV Garden Party, which is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 13, from 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the Sunset 
Hills Country Club in Thousand Oaks.   

This is our biggest annual fundraiser and we hope you all can attend.  The 
event will include a sit down lunch, a silent auction and a special guest 
speaker. 
  
Reservations are required prior to September 1.  Prices are: 
  
Individuals                                $55.00 
Seniors and military                $35.00 
Students                                    $25.00 
  
If you make your reservations prior to August 31, you will receive a $5.00 
discount.  Credit card reservations can be made at our website 
www.conejodemocrats.com or reservations by check can be sent to: 
DCCV 
P.O. Box 4421  
Thousand Oaks, CA  91359 
  
If you are interested in helping collect silent auction donations, creating the 
baskets or decorating, please contact Debbie Birenbaum 498-7151 or Carol 
Keavney at 498-7262. 
  

Eye on the Issues Programming to Air 

  
August is hot and our topic -Healthcare Reform - is hotter!  Our guests will be 
Single Payer advocate Penny Strowger, Dr. Susie Baldwin and Maureen Cruise.  
Our host will be radio personality and blogger, David Atkins.  The show is 
produced by the Democratic Media Committee of the DCCV and airs on Time 
Warner Cable Channel 24 from 6 -7 p.m.  
  
-- Sue Gunther  

VIEWPOINT 

Single-Payer Healthcare 

 

Many people have asked me, since I am a single-payer advocate, if I support 
Obama's universal healthcare plan. Under the "public plan," insurance 
companies would be paid to furnish healthcare coverage. Right now, about 
30% of each premium dollar paid to insurance companies goes toward 
administrative expenses, such as salaries, marketing, etc.  
  
Under Medicare, which is a single-payer plan, administrative expenses cost 



only about 3%. Single payer is NOT socialized medicine, as individuals would 
be free to choose their own doctors. The amount of money that we in the U.S. 
spend on healthcare already exceeds what it would take to cover all residents 
under a reasonable single-payer plan. This is true of the pending bills for both 
federal (HR 676) and state (SB 810, formerly 840) legislation. 
  
Obama healthcare meetings, hearings and the summit have seldom allowed 
single-payer leaders to participate. For years, big insurance and big 
pharmaceutical companies have made large contributions to elected officials, 
so they are inclined to listen to their point of view. Please encourage everyone 
you know to learn more about and to support single-payer plans, to advocate 
for them, and to ensure that, if the "public option" is not single-payer, states 
will continue to be allowed to implement their own healthcare plans.  
  
For further information: http://www.healthcareforall.org/ and click at the top 
of the left side of the home page to join HCA-California - any donation is 
gratefully accepted. 
  
Although Canada has socialized medicine, in which the doctors are part of the 
government system, unlike the single-payer plans proposed for the U.S., I 
think the following, which I received recently from an HCA member, is 
interesting: "I have spoken to about 20 Canadians during my visits to Canada. 
I have asked them 2 questions. Are you satisfied with the Canadian healthcare 
system? The answers were either satisfied or very satisfied. Would you trade 
your Canadian healthcare for U.S. healthcare. The answer was a resounding 
NO!!! We need to get out the truth about how Canadians feel about their 
healthcare. Many U.S. citizens believe the lies being told by the lobbyists who 
want to maintain the status quo."  
  
-- Penny Strowger 

  

  

Sincerely,  

  

 

Debbie Birenbaum 

President 

 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley  

PO Box 4421 



Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 

805-675-8785  
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August 1, 2009  

Dear Jay, 

  

We are smack in the middle of a very busy summer 
season.  As you go through the newsletter, you will 
get an idea of all the events and activities our great 
volunteers have been working on.  

  

I really appreciate everyone's help and involvement.  
The DCCV, like most volunteer organizations, reflects 
the changes inherent in a fluctuating volunteer 
base;  past volunteers leave and new ones bring new 
ideas.  I hope you all feel that you can approach any 
of the officers of the club with suggestions and 
ideas. In the past few months, we have begun the 
Legislative Watch Committee and are hoping to add 
a DCCV historian.  These fantastic ideas came from 
members and readers like you.  

  

Those of us who are busy with the nuts and  bolts of 
the DCCV sometimes get wrapped up in the 
minutiae and miss good, common sense ideas. 

Please keep those ideas coming. 

  

The executive board has decided that we will mail a 



  

DCCV Homepage 

Join our list  

 

 

 

quarterly hardcopy of the newsletter out to those of 
you on our mailing list.  We will, in addition, 
continue to send the newsletter electronically.  The 
two lists are disparate. We have many more people 
on our email list that on our mailing list.  In advance, 
I apologize to those of you who received two 
newsletters, however, on the bright side, you are on 
both lists.  For those of you who received this e-mail 
but no physical hardcopy in the mail, this is to notify 
you that we don't have either mailing information or 
membership information for you for the past five 
years.   

  

We intend to clean up our email lists to reflect more 
closely those persons who have demonstrated an 
interest in receiving the newsletter as well as an 
interest in participating in club events.  Once the 
lists coincide, we won't have to duplicate our 
outreach efforts, but this might take some time. 

  

So thank you for your involvement, your great ideas 
and your patience.  And I hope to see you at some of 
the great events coming up in the next couple of 
months. 
  
-- Debbie Birenbaum, President DCCV 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DCCV Meeting, Wednesday, August 12 

  
         
The DCCV General Meeting will be held on August 12 at the Thousand Oaks 
Library on Janss Road, just east of the 23 Freeway.  Please plan on arriving 
early.  We will begin the meeting promptly at 6:30. 
  
This month we are co-sponsoring a Health Care Forum with Progressive 
Democrats of Los Angeles, PDSMM, PDCC, SVMDC, SoCal Grassroots, Valley 
West Democrats, Ventura County Young Democrats and other allied groups 
and clubs.  Universal Single Payer Health Care is the meeting topic and the 
speakers will include Dr. Jo Olson, Dr. Susie Baldwin, Don Schroeder and Ellen 



Lubic.  Various solutions to our health care crisis will be discussed and 
your questions and comments are welcomed. 
  
As usual, the Library requests that we be totally out of the meeting room at 
9:00 sharp, so, please plan on arriving on time.  We will start at 6:30, 
promptly.  In addition, it would be greatly appreciated if you could get there at 
6:00 or before to help set up chairs. 
  
 
Also. . . .  
  
COME TO THE FAIR  
  
The DCCV is staffing the Ventura County Democratic Booth At the Ventura 
County Fair on Saturday, August 8, and Sunday, August 9.  Please come by and 
support our hardworking volunteers as they hand out literture, talk with our 
neighbors and register voters.  If you are interested in helping on either of 
those days, please contact Debbie Birenbaum at ginso350@roadrunner.com. 
  
AND. . . 
  
ZYDECO IN THE PARK  
  
The DCCV is joining our sister club, The Democratic Women's Council, on 
Sunday, August 9, to listen to some great Zydeco music at Conejo Community 
Park (located at Dover and Hendrix).  We are meeting at around 3:00 p.m.  
Bring your picnic dinner and favorite beverage, including beer or wine.  The 
concert begins at 5:00 p.m. 

Cookbook Alert! 
  
CALLING ALL LIBERAL COOKS!  Now is the time to gather all those stray, torn, 
greasy favorite recipes and put them together in one very cool place - The 
DCCV Cookbook!!  The process is very simple; just go to 
www.gandrpublishing.com, enter the user name kbonn and password recipes, 
click on the recipe tab, and you're there!  You may enter as many recipes as 
you'd like.  It's easy and fun.  
  
Time is running out, however.  In order for us to have the cookbooks available 
for the holidays, all recipes must be submitted by August 15, 2009, so don't 
wait another day. 
  
REMINDER:  Those of you who generously volunteered to take a packet of 10 
recipes to enter at the last meeting, please let Debbie know who you are, and 
be sure to return the recipes at the August meeting, as they'll be needed for 
proofing the book.  Thanks to all who participated in this fundraiser! 
  
  
Kathy Bonn 

Legislative Watch Committee 



  
The Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley is proud to announce the creation of 
the Legislative Watch Committee.  The members of this group will track issues 
on the federal, state and local level.  To achieve this broad objective, the 
committee members are pursuing a range of activities:  from monitoring the 
votes of our state and federal representatives to following the decisions of 
local bodies such as the City Council and Board of Supervisors.  As this 
database of knowldege is developed, it will benefit local activists who need 
facts about the record of their representatives on key issues. 
  
The committee welcomes more energetic and passionate democrats to join.  
This is the ideal body for anyone who believes that to be a good citizen one 
must be an informed citizen.   
  
Please contact the committee chair, Alidad Damooei at damooei@gmail.com if 
you have any question or would like to become a member. 
  
Alidad Damooei  

Single Payer Health Care for California and President 
Obama's National Health care Plan with Public Option 

       
In my opinion, Single Payer Health Care (SPHC) is the best alternative to fix 
our broken health care system.  I hope you will attend the Health Care Forum 
on Wednesday, August 12, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., at the Thousand Oaks Library to 
learn more about this issue and its solution.  This event is sponsored by the 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley, Progressive Democrats of Los Angeles, 
Simi/Moorpark Democratic Club, Camarillo Democratic club and SoCal 
Grassroots.  While many of us support SPHC, we are also aware  President 
Obama is working hard to reform our health care system at the national level.  
I will attempt to provide a very broad illustration of the key elements of these 
two solutions.  I will also lay out why it is important to respect and understand 
that, as Democratic activists, some of us may be drawn to support either or 
both plans. 
  
SPHC is a plan that eliminates the insurance companies and uses the 
administrative cost savings to insure the uninsured.  It has been called 
Medicare for all.  SPHC is currently working its way through the California 
legislature in the form of Senate Bill 810 sponsored by Mark Leno.  Senate Bill 
810 is the successor bill to Sentate Bill 840, which was sponsored by Sheila 
Kuehl.  One way to learn more about SPHC is to visit the Healthcare For All 
website at www.healthcareforall.org.  Healthcare For All has a very detailed 
strategy to pass SPHC in California with the expectation of an eventual state 
by state adoption. 
  
President Obama's national health care plan is evolving as we go to press.  
Rather than repeat the failure to gain health care reform that occurred during 
the Clinton Administration, the President is first asking Congress to present 
legislation within the parameters that he presented during the campaign.  His 
goal is a plan that provides and mandates coverage for most Americans, 
contains a choice between existing insurance plans and a public plan, and is 



financed by deficit neutral cost saving measures.  President Obama believes 
there is no political viability for a SPHC plan at the national level.  Even the 
public option part of his plan is becoming a hard sell to Blue Dog Democrats 
and, of course, most Republicans.  More information about the President's 
national health care plan can be obtained by visiting www.healthrefore.gov. 
  
We are looking at two battles:  1) a long term battle for SPHC for California 
(and eventually the rest of the country) and 2) a battle now at the national 
level for Obama's health care reform.  There is concern among some SPHC 
supporters that a watered down national program may be so ineffective that 
even if passed the result will hurt the chance for success of SPHC.  Both plans 
face uphill battles primarily due to the health care insurance industry's 
willingness and ability to spend vast sums in order to maintain status quo. 
  
I suggest that Democrats do their own homework and decide which health 
care  reform campaign they wish to support with their volunteer hours and 
pocketbooks.  Supporters of both campaigns are recruiting volunteers at the 
club level to participate in phone banking and other outreach activities.  This is 
similar to when we are asked to work for local and state level candidates 
versus national candidates.  We need to make up our own minds on how our 
efforts can be most useful within the constraints of our time and resources.  
During 2008, I worked on the campaigns for Obama for President, my local 
school district bond/tax measures and for local candidates.  There will be 
many issues and candidates to support in 2009, 2010 and beyond.  I hope you 
will be active while remaining supportive and respectful of your fellow 
activists regardless of how they choose to support Democratic candidates and 
causes.  Very critically, whenever possible, we should try to coordinate of 
efforts in these endeavors. 
  
Jay Kapitz 
Election Strategy Chair 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley  
  

Tabling at The Oaks and Membership 

  
Saturday, August 15 
Saturday, September 19 
  
We have two upcoming dates for Saturday tabling at the Oaks Mall:  August 15 
and September 19.  All dates run from 12 to 4 p.m.  Shifts generally are 12-2 
and 2-4.  Tabling can be an extremely energizing and fun experience.  Sylvia 
and her tablers registered 5 new Democrats on Saturday, July 25!  You can 
sign up to table by contacting Mary Freed  at 495-3887 or Debbie Birenbaum at 
498-7151 or at the next meeting. 
  
Membership for the club runs from January to January.  Our membership drive 
will begin in earnest with the Garden Party in September.  If you join or renew 
your membership at that time, it will cover the last months of 2009 as well as 
2010.  Your membership dues go a long way to keep the club running 
throughout the year and allow us to get great speakers, fine refreshments, 



election and registration materials as well as to keep up on our website and 
phone line.  We depend on you.  In fact, you are us.   So renew. . .soon! 
  
Mary Freed 

DCCV Garden Party 

Sunday, September 13 

Please mark your calendars now for the DCCV Garden Party, which is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 13, from 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the Sunset 
Hills Country Club in Thousand Oaks.   

This is our biggest annual fundraiser and we hope you all can attend.  The 
event will include a sit down lunch, a silent auction and a special guest 
speaker. 
  
Reservations are required prior to September 1.  Prices are: 
  
Individuals                                $55.00 
Seniors and military                $35.00 
Students                                    $25.00 
  
If you make your reservations prior to August 31, you will receive a $5.00 
discount.  Credit card reservations can be made at our website 
www.conejodemocrats.com or reservations by check can be sent to: 
DCCV 
P.O. Box 4421  
Thousand Oaks, CA  91359 
  
If you are interested in helping collect silent auction donations, creating the 
baskets or decorating, please contact Debbie Birenbaum 498-7151 or Carol 
Keavney at 498-7262. 
  

Eye on the Issues Programming to Air 

  
August is hot and our topic -Healthcare Reform - is hotter!  Our guests will be 
Single Payer advocate Penny Strowger, Dr. Susie Baldwin and Maureen Cruise.  
Our host will be radio personality and blogger, David Atkins.  The show is 
produced by the Democratic Media Committee of the DCCV and airs on Time 
Warner Cable Channel 24 from 6 -7 p.m.  
  
-- Sue Gunther  

VIEWPOINT 

Single-Payer Healthcare 

 



Many people have asked me, since I am a single-payer advocate, if I support 
Obama's universal healthcare plan. Under the "public plan," insurance 
companies would be paid to furnish healthcare coverage. Right now, about 
30% of each premium dollar paid to insurance companies goes toward 
administrative expenses, such as salaries, marketing, etc.  
  
Under Medicare, which is a single-payer plan, administrative expenses cost 
only about 3%. Single payer is NOT socialized medicine, as individuals would 
be free to choose their own doctors. The amount of money that we in the U.S. 
spend on healthcare already exceeds what it would take to cover all residents 
under a reasonable single-payer plan. This is true of the pending bills for both 
federal (HR 676) and state (SB 810, formerly 840) legislation. 
  
Obama healthcare meetings, hearings and the summit have seldom allowed 
single-payer leaders to participate. For years, big insurance and big 
pharmaceutical companies have made large contributions to elected officials, 
so they are inclined to listen to their point of view. Please encourage everyone 
you know to learn more about and to support single-payer plans, to advocate 
for them, and to ensure that, if the "public option" is not single-payer, states 
will continue to be allowed to implement their own healthcare plans.  
  
For further information: http://www.healthcareforall.org/ and click at the top 
of the left side of the home page to join HCA-California - any donation is 
gratefully accepted. 
  
Although Canada has socialized medicine, in which the doctors are part of the 
government system, unlike the single-payer plans proposed for the U.S., I 
think the following, which I received recently from an HCA member, is 
interesting: "I have spoken to about 20 Canadians during my visits to Canada. 
I have asked them 2 questions. Are you satisfied with the Canadian healthcare 
system? The answers were either satisfied or very satisfied. Would you trade 
your Canadian healthcare for U.S. healthcare. The answer was a resounding 
NO!!! We need to get out the truth about how Canadians feel about their 
healthcare. Many U.S. citizens believe the lies being told by the lobbyists who 
want to maintain the status quo."  
  
-- Penny Strowger 

  

  

Sincerely,  

  

 

Debbie Birenbaum 



President 

 
Democratic Club of the Conejo Valley  

PO Box 4421 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 

805-675-8785  

 

 

 


